


























































































































































































































































































































































 

 

the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General by October 1, 2019 and each odd calendar 1 

year after. 2 

The review shall identify program elements that are funded through fees and other sources and shall include an 3 

evaluation of effectiveness and efficiency. The review may include, but is not limited to, identification of operational changes 4 

that improve efficiency and effectiveness of operations and reduce costs. The Secretary shall appoint a peer review team 5 

consisting of individuals familiar with the program under review and provide them an opportunity for comment on the 6 

department’s findings. 7 

 Any changes in fees that require the approval of the General Assembly shall be submitted by the department as part 8 

of the annual budgetary process.  9 

 Section 216.  The Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, in addition to the exempt line item 10 

positions in Section 10, is authorized 4.0 exempt Administrative Management positions per the Fiscal Year 2010 11 

complement. 12 

 Section 217.  The Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control shall submit an annual report on the 13 

Weatherization Assistance Program to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General on 14 

or before June 15. The report shall provide a synopsis of year to date activity, planned activity for the remainder of the fiscal 15 

year, proposed activity for the next fiscal year and an assessment of the program to date. Activity shall include an itemized 16 

list of funding received, total expenditures for each funding source, eligibility compliance and the number of units completed 17 

from each funding source. Program assessment shall include the percentage of completed units monitored, subgrantee 18 

evaluations (i.e. number of contractors, contractor procurement methods, training administered, documentation retained as 19 

required and general contract compliance), estimated energy savings for units completed and reporting metrics as required by 20 

the U.S. Department of Energy.  21 

 Section 218.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates funds to Tire Clean-Up in the Department of Natural Resources and 22 

Environmental Control, Office of Environmental Protection, Division of Waste and Hazardous Substances (40-04-04).  These 23 

funds are to be used per 7 Del. C. § 6041(c) to pay 90 percent of the cost of cleaning up scrap tire piles that were in existence 24 

on June 30, 2006.  The department may also use this funding up to $5.0 ASF per year for county, municipal or community 25 

group initiatives to address illegally dumped tires.  The department shall establish a process for notification and award of 26 

such funds.  27 
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Section 219.  Notwithstanding any other provision of the Delaware Code to the contrary, the Department of Natural 1 

Resources and Environmental Control, Office of Environmental Protection, Waste and Hazardous Substances (40-04-04) is 2 

authorized to utilize up to $292.1 ASF cash from the Scrap Tire Management Fund for costs associated with the Solid Waste 3 

Program.   4 
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SAFETY AND HOMELAND SECURITY 1 

Section 220.  The Department of Safety and Homeland Security is hereby authorized to continue funding its share of 2 

the existing 44 patrol officers that have been established through agreements between State Police (45-06-00) and Sussex 3 

County Council. 4 

 In Section 1 of this Act, ASF spending authority has been provided to Department of Safety and Homeland Security, 5 

State Police, Patrol (45-06-03) in order to accommodate the match requirements (50/50 match) stipulated by these 6 

agreements. In the event that the aforementioned agreements between State Police and Sussex County Council are 7 

terminated, this authority shall be deauthorized.  8 

 Section 221.  State Police receives funds resulting from drug and other seizure activities.  If the seizure is defined as 9 

being under federal jurisdiction, then the funds flow to the Department of Safety and Homeland Security, State Police, 10 

Executive (45-06-01) as NSF. The division shall submit a plan for the expenditure of these funds to the Director of the Office 11 

of Management and Budget and the Controller General. This plan shall be updated quarterly.  A quarterly report as to the 12 

expenditure of such funds and to the respective projects shall be submitted to the Director of the Office of Management and 13 

Budget and the Controller General.  14 

 Section 222.  Section 1 of this Act includes 20 positions in the Department of Safety and Homeland Security, State 15 

Police, Patrol (45-06-03) for the purpose of training State Police recruits. Funding is authorized for initial use of these 16 

positions to accommodate an anticipated graduating class of 20 troopers. The Director of the Office of Management and 17 

Budget may authorize additional recruit positions accordingly.  18 

 Section 223.  Notwithstanding 29 Del. C. c. 63 and c. 69 or any other statutory provision to the contrary, the 19 

Department of Safety and Homeland Security, State Police (45-06-00) is authorized to enter into agreements with private 20 

telecommunications companies to use space for communication facilities on the telecommunications tower under State Police 21 

administration. The revenues paid to the State Police under these agreements shall be designated for use in support of mobile 22 

data computing telecommunications infrastructure cost.  23 

 Section 224.  The Department of Safety and Homeland Security, Office of the Secretary, Administration (45-01-01) 24 

shall maintain an overtime expenditure report tracking the overtime usage of Capitol Police (45-02-10).  This report shall 25 

include the number of overtime hours worked as a result of normal operating demand, the number of overtime hours worked 26 

as a result of special events demand, the amount of overtime expenditures and a detailed justification for the usage of the 27 
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overtime hours.  This report shall be submitted to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller 1 

General on a quarterly basis.  2 

 Section 225.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates Personnel Costs and 2.0 FTEs for Traffic Light Enforcement in the 3 

Department of Safety and Homeland Security, State Police, Traffic (45-06-07). The source of the funding shall be from 4 

revenues generated as a result of the Red Light Enforcement Safety Program within the Department of Transportation.   5 

 Section 226.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $20.0 in Contractual Services to the Department of Safety and 6 

Homeland Security, Office of the Secretary, Developmental Disabilities Council (45-01-50) for the Partners in Policymaking 7 

program.  8 

 Section 227.  Section 1 of this Act includes Personnel Costs and 6.0 ASF FTEs, $58.6 ASF in Contractual Services 9 

and $148.2 ASF in Supplies and Materials in the Department of Safety and Homeland Security, State Police, Traffic (45-06-10 

07) for the personnel and operating costs associated with the Truck Enforcement Unit (TEU) to be funded through the 11 

Department of Transportation. Any additional enhancements that are made to the TEU to remain in compliance with Title 23, 12 

Code of Federal Regulations Part 657, shall occur through the annual budgetary process.  13 

 Section 228.  Notwithstanding the provisions of 16 Del. C. § 10104, the Department of Safety and Homeland 14 

Security shall disburse funds from the E-911 Emergency Reporting System Fund to cover rent obligations at statewide 911 15 

answering points. An annual report on the E-911 Emergency Reporting System Fund shall be submitted to the Director of the 16 

Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General no later than October 15 of each year identifying prior year 17 

revenue and expenditures, and forecasted revenue and expenditures for the current and upcoming three fiscal years.  18 

 Section 229.  Section 1 of this Act includes $40.0 ASF in Supplies and Materials in the Department of Safety and 19 

Homeland Security, State Police, Training (45-06-09) for the purpose of recovering costs associated with providing meals to 20 

recruits at the State Police Academy.  21 

 Section 230.  Section 1 of this Act includes $160.0 ASF in Personnel Costs in the Department of Safety and 22 

Homeland Security, State Police, Patrol (45-06-03) for the purpose of recovering costs associated with providing patrol 23 

services at the State Fair.  24 

 Section 231.  (a) Section 1 of this Act includes Personnel Costs and 2.0 ASF FTEs Forensic Chemist in the 25 

Department of Safety and Homeland Security, State Police, Criminal Investigation (45-06-04). These positions shall be 26 

funded using revenue generated by DUI conviction fees.   27 
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 (b)  Notwithstanding any provision of the Delaware Code to the contrary, the first $155.4 generated by the State for 1 

DUI fine revenue in accordance with 21 Del. C. c. 41 shall be deposited into an ASF account in State Police, Criminal 2 

Investigation and be used to pay for the Personnel Costs associated with the 2.0 ASF FTEs Forensic Chemist.  Any additional 3 

DUI fine revenue generated shall be deposited to the General Fund.  4 

 Section 232.  Section 1 of this Act includes Personnel Costs and 2.0 ASF FTEs Sex Offender Registry Agent in the 5 

Department of Safety and Homeland Security, State Police, State Bureau of Identification (45-06-08).  These positions shall 6 

be funded using revenue from a Sex Offender Registry Fee.  7 

 Section 233.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates 2.0 FTEs and associated funding to the Department of Safety and 8 

Homeland Security, State Police (45-06-00) and 1.0 FTE and associated funding to the Division of Alcohol and Tobacco 9 

Enforcement (45-04-10) to support enhanced firearms investigations. The Division of Alcohol and Tobacco Enforcement will 10 

assist the State Police with oversight of crimes related to firearms transactions.  11 

 Section 234.  (a) Notwithstanding any provision of the Delaware Code to the contrary, Section 1 of this Act 12 

provides an appropriation of $2,125.0 ASF in the Department of Safety and Homeland Security, Office of the Secretary, 13 

Administration (45-01-01) for the Fund to Combat Violent Crimes - State Police to assist with initiatives to combat violent 14 

crime.  Of this appropriation, $70.0 ASF is to be utilized for the annual replacement of ballistic vests and $180.0 ASF is to be 15 

utilized for annual vehicle replacements. It is the intent of the General Assembly that should funds become available, said 16 

expenses shall be paid through the General Fund. 17 

 (b) Upon approval of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General, the 18 

Secretary of the Department of Human Resources is authorized to increase the Delaware State Police ASF personnel 19 

complement to establish a dedicated Special Operations Response Team, to be funded by the Fund to Combat Violent Crimes 20 

- State Police. The ASF authority for the said fund may be amended by the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 21 

and the Controller General up to an amount sufficient to cover the personnel and operating costs of the Special Operations 22 

Response Team. 23 

 Section 235.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $100.0 in Cold Case Funds to the Department of Safety and 24 

Homeland Security, Office of the Secretary, Administration (45-01-01). Of this amount, $50.0 shall be provided to the 25 

Wilmington Police Department and $50.0 shall be provided to the New Castle County Police Department to assist with DNA 26 

testing and related expenses for the investigation of open cold cases.  Such related expenses may include travel for witness 27 
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interviews, supplies, attendance at seminars related to cold case investigation techniques, and the submission of DNA 1 

evidence to an appropriate nationally accredited laboratory facility.  2 
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TRANSPORTATION 1 

 Section 236.  The Delaware Transportation Authority budget, as set forth in memorandum form in Section 1 of this 2 

Act, shall be expended in accordance with the following limitations: 3 

 (a)  Debt Service estimates are for current project financing as authorized by 2 Del. C. c. 13; 4 

 (b)  Funds provided for Newark Transportation are intended to cover the expenses of the public transportation 5 

system operated by the City of Newark. The funds may be used to provide up to 100 percent of the total operating cost of the 6 

system during the year; 7 

 (c)  Funds provided for Kent and Sussex Transportation “E & D” are intended for continuation of transportation 8 

service for persons who are elderly or have a disability in Kent and Sussex Counties. It is intended that management and 9 

direction of the service will reside with the Delaware Transit Corporation which may contract for services as they see fit, and 10 

that Kent County and Sussex County governments will review and approve allocation of the service levels within each 11 

county; 12 

(d)  Funds provided for Kent and Sussex Transportation “E & D” include funding for the Sussex County 13 

Reimbursable Program.  To improve the operation of this program, the following provisions shall be implemented: 14 

(1)  Sussex County Council, on behalf of the eligible transportation providers, shall submit annual operating 15 

budget requests to the Delaware Transit Corporation by September 1 of each year; and 16 

(2)  Delaware Transit Corporation shall by May 1 distribute proposed contracts to each of the eligible 17 

transportation providers for transportation services commencing the ensuing July 1.  Said contracts shall be 18 

subject to an annual appropriation for such purpose. 19 

 (e)  It is intended that funds for Taxi Services Support “E & D” will be maintained at least at the same service level 20 

as in the previous year. It is intended that management and direction of these services shall reside with the Delaware Transit 21 

Corporation who may contract for this service as required; 22 

 (f)  Funds of the Delaware Transit Corporation may not be provided as aids to local governments for transportation 23 

systems which restrict passengers because of residential requirements. Nothing in this section is meant to require that 24 

governments must operate these transportation systems outside their political boundaries; and 25 

 (g)  Funds provided for Transit Operations are intended to include funding to allow the Delaware Transit 26 

Corporation or a private contractor to: 27 

177



 

 

(1)  Continue to provide the present level of service to dialysis patients on normal service days during the hours 1 

offered in New Castle County by the Delaware Transit Corporation to the extent that such service does not 2 

place the Delaware Transit Corporation in violation of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act; and 3 

(2)  Provide service to dialysis patients in Kent and Sussex Counties during hours identical to those offered in 4 

New Castle County.  5 

 Section 237.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to the Department of Transportation, Delaware 6 

Transportation Authority (55-06-01) for Kent and Sussex Transportation “E & D”. Of this amount, $50.0 TFO shall be 7 

allocated directly to the Modern Maturity Center and $50.0 TFO shall be allocated directly to Sussex Cheer for transportation 8 

services.  9 

 Section 238.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to the Department of Transportation, Office of the 10 

Secretary, Finance (55-01-02) for Contractual Services. Of this amount, $100.0 TFO shall be allocated to the Maritime 11 

Exchange for the Delaware River and Bay.  12 

 Section 239.  The Department of Transportation and/or its E-ZPass contractor is prohibited from monitoring the 13 

speed of motor vehicles through E-ZPass toll booths for the purpose of issuing traffic citations or the suspension of E-ZPass 14 

privileges. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the State Police from enforcing traffic laws including speed enforcement at 15 

the E-ZPass toll booths.  16 

 Section 240.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Transportation, Maintenance and 17 

Operations, Maintenance Districts (55-04-70) in the amount of $10,000.0 TFO to establish a Special Line called Snow/Storm 18 

Contingency that will provide for the expenses of weather/emergency operations. Notwithstanding any other provision of the 19 

law to the contrary, any sums in this account not expended by the end of a fiscal year shall be carried over for use in future 20 

fiscal years, with appropriate transfers to current fiscal year accounts. The department shall be allowed to transfer funds from 21 

this account to divisions on an as-needed basis for expenditures incurred. The department may also transfer funds to 22 

municipalities and other qualified entities to reimburse them pursuant to contracts entered into by the department and the 23 

municipality to keep transit routes open during snow and storm emergencies. The transfer of funds from this account shall not 24 

require the approval of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget or the Controller General. The department shall 25 

provide quarterly reports each fiscal year to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller 26 

General.  27 
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 Section 241.  During the fiscal year, the Department of Transportation shall be prohibited from changing its 1 

departmental policy regarding access pipe installation on private homeowner entrances. Specifically, the department shall not 2 

charge said homeowners for the labor costs associated with the installation of the access pipe.  3 

 Section 242.  Notwithstanding the provisions of 2 Del. C. § 1325 or 29 Del. C. § 7106(d) the employees in the 4 

Delaware Transit Corporation that are riders of the state van pool program known as Fleetlink, effective March 1, 2007, may 5 

remain in this program provided that they remain on a single van, that the necessary liability policy as defined by the 6 

Insurance Coverage Office of the Department of Human Resources is provided and maintained in good standing by the 7 

Delaware Transit Corporation, and that riders continue to pay the fees associated with participation in this program.  Such 8 

eligibility shall be continuous for these individuals until and unless these conditions are not met.  9 

 Section 243.  Notwithstanding the provisions of 17 Del. C. or any regulation to the contrary, the Department of 10 

Transportation shall permit an existing church, school, fire department, or veterans post sign, located on the premises of such 11 

church, school, fire department, or veterans post, presently located within 25 feet of the right-of-way line of any public 12 

highway to be replaced with a variable message sign or new fixed outdoor advertising display, device or sign structure of 13 

equal or smaller dimension than the existing sign, sign structure, display or device, relating to the activities conducted on 14 

such property.  15 

 Section 244.  All continuing appropriations being transferred to the account entitled Prior Year Operations (55-01-16 

02-93082) shall not be expended without the prior approval of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the 17 

Controller General.  18 

 Section 245.  (a) Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Transportation, Maintenance and 19 

Operations, Maintenance Districts (55-04-70) of $182.9 TFO and authorizes 6.0 casual/seasonal positions at the Smyrna Rest 20 

Stop. With these positions, the department shall provide, at minimum, 12-hour coverage staffing of the Visitor Center front 21 

desk daily.  Staffing of the Visitor Center for peak season hours shall be determined by the department. 22 

 (b) The Department of Transportation shall provide the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the 23 

Controller General with an annual report on utilization of the Visitor Center.  24 

Section 246.  Beginning in Fiscal Year 2013, provisions of 30 Del. C. § 2051-2057 shall be suspended.   25 
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LABOR 1 

 Section 247.  (a) Section 1 of this Act provides an appropriation of $625.0 in Department of Labor, Employment 2 

and Training, Employment and Training Services (60-09-20) for the Delaware State Summer Youth Employment Program to 3 

operate a program commencing July 1, 2019. The budget will take into consideration the funds required to commence the 4 

program at the end of the current fiscal year 2020, on or about June 15, 2020. This sum is to be allocated in the following 5 

manner: 6 

 New Castle County (outside the City of Wilmington) $111.1  7 

 City of Wilmington 342.1  8 

 Kent County 85.9  9 

 Sussex County 85.9  10 

 (b)  In each of the political subdivisions wherein funds have been appropriated, no more than $5.0 shall be expended 11 

for administrative purposes and no more than $2.0 shall be expended for equipment, supplies and mileage. A record of all 12 

equipment and supplies purchased with funds herein appropriated shall be kept by the sponsoring agent, and at the conclusion 13 

of the 10-week program, such supplies and equipment shall be reverted to the Department of Labor. 14 

 (c)  The funds appropriated for the Delaware State Summer Youth Employment Program shall not be co-mingled 15 

with funds appropriated from any other source. The guidelines for youth employment and administrative costs for all persons 16 

employed in the Delaware State Summer Youth Employment Program shall be based in accordance with prior year’s practice 17 

of payment for services. 18 

 (d) Funding appropriated by this section may not be used to employ youth within jobs whose sole responsibility is 19 

participating in recreational programming.  20 

 Section 248.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $560.7 in Supported Employment to the Department of Labor, 21 

Vocational Rehabilitation, Vocational Rehabilitation Services (60-08-10) for the purpose of securing employment 22 

opportunities for individuals with significant disabilities. Notwithstanding 19 Del. C. c. 10, funds may be used to provide 23 

supported employment requiring ongoing work-related support services for individuals with the most significant disabilities. 24 

Supported employment shall be defined as competitive employment in an integrated setting or employment in integrated 25 

work settings in which individuals are working toward competitive employment.  26 

 Section 249.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $630.0 in Workforce Development to the Department of Labor, 27 

Employment and Training, Employment and Training Services (60-09-20), to promote and support various forms of 28 
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experiential learning as a workforce development tool.  The Department of Labor may utilize public-private partnerships with 1 

other agencies and entities including, but not limited to, Delaware Technical Community College, the Delaware 2 

Manufacturing Association and the Delaware Manufacturing Extension Partnership. The program will provide a variety of 3 

resources including, but not limited to, hands-on-training, certificate completion, mentoring and college credit in various 4 

occupational fields such as mechanics and manufacturing.  5 

Section 250.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates 3.0 FTEs and $402.0 to Department of Labor, Employment and 6 

Training, Employment and Training Services (60-09-20). This shall be used to support the State of Delaware’s 7 

Apprenticeship and Training program.  8 

Section 251.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $500.0 to the Department of Labor, Employment and Training, 9 

Employment and Training Services (60-09-20) (“DET”), for creation of the Learning for Careers Program (the “Program”). 10 

The Program’s funds shall be used by the Delaware Workforce Development Board (“Board”) to engage employer groups, 11 

chambers, and associations in creating paid work experiences for youth.  The purpose of the Program is to expand employer 12 

participation in youth employment programs in addition to increasing the number of youth served through summer youth 13 

employment programs, secondary school work-based learning and co-operative education programs, and postsecondary 14 

work-based learning and clinical/experiential learning programs.   15 

The funds for the Program will be administered by DET in coordination with the Department of Education through a 16 

competitive process administered under the Board to award the Program funds to applicants. The Board shall also be 17 

authorized to accept private donations and federal funding to support the Program. The Board is authorized to grant awards or 18 

enter into contracts with an employer association, employer chamber, employer group, or state agency acting on behalf of a 19 

group of employers. 20 

The Board, with the consent of the Secretary of Education or designee and the Secretary of Labor or designee, may 21 

adopt implementing rules or regulations. The application for the award of funds under this Program and any rules or 22 

regulations adopted pursuant to this Section shall be available on the Board’s website.   23 

By the end of each fiscal year, the Board must report to the General Assembly summary data on the awards granted.  24 
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AGRICULTURE 1 

 Section 252.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to the Department of Agriculture, Administration (65-01-2 

01) of $497.2 in Poultry Health Surveillance for Poultry Disease Research and the Diagnostic Poultry Program at the 3 

University of Delaware. The intent of said funding is to leverage the university’s diagnostic capability and conduct essential 4 

research to reduce poultry disease impacts and develop new disease control strategies as well as to allow the university to 5 

respond to ongoing poultry health issues and evaluate new poultry health products for Delaware’s poultry industry.  6 

 Section 253.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation of $508.8 ASF to the Department of Agriculture, 7 

Agricultural Lands Preservation Foundation (65-01-13) to be funded from the dedicated revenue source for Farmland 8 

Preservation.  The foundation shall not operate any accounts outside of the state accounting system. 9 

 Section 254.  The Department of Agriculture may use up to $100.0 ASF annually from state forest timber sales for 10 

the following programs: 11 

(a)  $25.0 ASF shall be used for marketing and promoting Delaware’s agricultural and forestry products and 12 

commodities; and  13 

 (b)  $75.0 ASF shall be used for forestry cost share programs. The allocation of these funds, and the determination 14 

of qualifying projects, shall be determined by the State Forester, provided the funds are allocated to supplement federal Rural 15 

Forestry Assistance and Urban Forestry Assistance programs.  16 

 Section 255.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Agriculture, Harness Racing 17 

Commission (65-01-05) and the Thoroughbred Racing Commission (65-01-10) for fingerprinting. It is the intent of the 18 

General Assembly that the Commissions are required to use the State Bureau of Identification for all fingerprinting activities 19 

and background investigations per recommendation of the Joint Sunset Committee. 20 

 Section 256.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Agriculture, Thoroughbred Racing 21 

Commission (65-01-10), and to support it, the State Lottery Office (25-07-01) is authorized to: 22 

(a)  Deduct up to $500.0 from the proceeds due to the video lottery agents licensed only to conduct thoroughbred 23 

racing in the current fiscal year to pay for expenses associated with conducting thoroughbred racing at their respective 24 

racetrack; and 25 

 (b)  Deduct up to $250.0 from the proceeds, which would otherwise fund purses for thoroughbred racing in the 26 

current fiscal year to pay for racing expenses.  27 
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 Section 257.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Agriculture, Harness Racing 1 

Commission (65-01-05), and to support it, the State Lottery Office is authorized to: 2 

(a)  Deduct up to $1,035.2 from the proceeds due to the video lottery agents licensed only to conduct harness racing 3 

in the current fiscal year to pay for expenses associated with conducting harness racing at their respective racetrack; and 4 

(b)  Deduct up to $178.4 from the proceeds, which would otherwise fund purses for harness racing in the current 5 

fiscal year to pay for racing expenses.   6 
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ELECTIONS 1 

 Section 258.  Any The Department of Elections, upon approval of the respective State Board of Elections, may 2 

establish polling places in which one or more small mandated districts of less than 300 registered voters as of 60 days prior to 3 

the date of an election may be administered by the election officers of another election district. 4 

 These entities shall hereinafter be referred to as "Combined Election Districts." Each election district that is part of a 5 

Combined Election District shall have designated voting machine(s), voting machine certificate, absentee ballot box, poll list, 6 

signature cards and other documents and/or materials necessary to certify the election. 7 

 The respective department county office may assign up to two additional clerks for each such mandated district so 8 

assigned to a Combined Election District. If any the State Board of Elections is unable to meet due to a vacancy, the State 9 

Election Commissioner shall approve the establishment of Combined Election Districts within that respective county.  10 

 Section 259.  Section 1 of this Act contains an appropriation for Elections, State Election Commissioner (70-01-01), 11 

Other Items: Voter Purging, for the purpose of assisting the Department of Elections with its statewide efforts to maintain the 12 

voter rolls in an orderly manner.  13 

 Section 260.  For purposes of designating and procuring polling places for primary, general and special elections, 14 

the respective county Department of Elections office shall pay a rental fee totaling $300.00 for each facility used, no matter 15 

how many election districts are assigned to that facility.  16 

 Section 261.  Any state agency, office or department is prohibited from publishing or funding the publication of 17 

voter guides.  18 

 Section 262.  Based on findings of the 2001 Tax Compliance Audit, specifically those regarding poll worker 19 

compensation and deductions, all Department of Elections poll workers shall be compensated through the Payroll Human 20 

Resource Statewide Technology system if paid an amount equal to or greater than specified by the State of Delaware Section 21 

218 Agreement during a calendar year. In addition, all appropriate deductions shall be taken from such compensation. All 22 

Department of Elections poll workers who are paid under an amount equal to or greater than specified by State of Delaware 23 

Section 218 Agreement may be paid through the First State Financials system.  24 

 Section 263.  Notwithstanding the respective sections of 15 Del. C., the State Election Commissioner may replace 25 

the signature cards and poll lists currently used with a revised poll list and/or electronic poll books on which voters would 26 

sign beside their personal information. The State Election Commissioner in collaboration with the Department of Elections 27 

county offices shall establish policies and procedures for use of the revised poll list and/or electronic poll books.   28 

184



 

 

NATIONAL GUARD 1 

 Section 264.  Section 1 of this Act provides an appropriation to Delaware National Guard (76-01-01) for Energy. 2 

Within this appropriation, sufficient energy funds are included to defray energy expenses of the Lora Little School building 3 

that are not directly attributable to occupancy by the Delaware National Guard.  4 

 Section 265.  (a) Section 1 of this Act provides an appropriation to Delaware National Guard (76-01-01) for 5 

Educational Assistance.  The National Guard shall not be required to pay fees. 6 

(b)  The Delaware National Guard, with the approval of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and 7 

the Controller General, is authorized to use excess educational funds to fund recruitment programs.   8 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 1 

 Section 266.  Section 1 of this Act provides an appropriation for Operations of to Higher Education, University of 2 

Delaware (90-01-01) and an appropriation for Operations of to Higher Education, University of Delaware, Delaware 3 

Geological Survey (90-01-02). This figure includes total state assistance for university operations costs as well as funds 4 

required to be appropriated by 29 Del. C. § 5505(6).  5 

 Section 267.  Section 1 of this Act provides an appropriation to Higher Education, University of Delaware (90-01-6 

01) for the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources. Within that appropriation are sufficient funds to fully fund 1.0 7 

Agriculture Extension Agent and 2.0 Cooperative Extension Agent per county and 1.0 Agricultural Extension Engineer for 8 

the program statewide.  9 

 Section 268.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Higher Education, University of Delaware (90-01-01) 10 

for the College of Arts and Sciences.  Of this amount, $290.0 shall be allocated to the Center for Energy and Environmental 11 

Policy for research supervised by Dr. John Byrne as principal investigator with such subordinate investigators including 12 

subcontractors as he selects who have advanced degrees in the field or are enrolled in advanced degree programs.  13 

 Section 269.  Section 1 of this Act provides appropriations to Higher Education, University of Delaware (90-01-01) 14 

to support academic, research and public service programming in each college. The University of Delaware shall submit a 15 

report of programs funded in each college which details the goals, performance measures, and prior year and proposed 16 

current year budgets of the programs to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General by 17 

September 30 of each year. This proposal shall also include other special line programming as described in this section. The 18 

special line amounts shall be as follows: 19 

 College of Agriculture and Natural Resources   $6,022.8 $6,102.6 20 

 College of Arts and Sciences 2,867.1 2,913.1 21 

College of Business and Economics 1,787.1 1,822.4 22 

College of Earth, Ocean and Environment    852.6 868.8 23 

College of Education and Human Development 2,834.6 2,885.1 24 

College of Engineering  832.5 849.3 25 

College of Health Sciences  575.2 591.8 26 

Biotechnology Institute 507.7 518.0 27 

Diversity Enhancement  253.3 255.8 28 
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Total    $16,532.9 $16,806.9 1 

 Section 270.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $2,834.6 makes an appropriation to Higher Education, University of 2 

Delaware (90-01-01) for the College of Education and Human Development. Of this amount, $117.3 shall be allocated to 3 

provide faculty advisement for student teachers in Kent and Sussex Counties for placement of such student teachers in Kent 4 

and Sussex County school districts and charter schools. In addition, said funds shall be used to support instruction in the 5 

Associate in Arts Program in Sussex County for those students pursuing a career in education.  6 

 Section 271.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $6,022.8 makes an appropriation to Higher Education, University of 7 

Delaware (90-01-01) for the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources. Of this amount $17.9 shall be allocated for the 8 

continued support of the Just-in-Time Parenting program.  9 

 Section 272.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $2,867.1 makes an appropriation to Higher Education, University of 10 

Delaware (90-01-01) for the College of Arts and Sciences. Of this amount $10.2 shall be allocated for the continued support 11 

of the Women’s Leadership program.  12 

 Section 273.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Higher Education, Delaware State University, 13 

Operations (90-03-01) for General Scholarships. Of that amount, $22.0 shall be for state scholarships for high ability 14 

students, $20.0 shall be for departmental scholarships to attract high achievers into the sciences, $200.0 shall be for 15 

scholarships to attract high ability students into the teaching program and $100.0 shall be for scholarships for female athletes.  16 

Section 274.  For the fiscal year covered by this Act, in order to continue the assessment of procedures implemented 17 

during Fiscal Year 1993 intended to reduce the administrative burden incurred as a result of processing accounting 18 

transaction data into two independent accounting systems, the Director of the Office of Management and Budget has 19 

authorized Delaware State University to: 20 

 (a)  Discontinue detail data input to First State Financials for encumbrance and vendor payment transactions related 21 

to General Fund, federal financial assistance and college funds; 22 

 (b)  Effect vendor payment disbursements of the above identified funds on Delaware State University checks 23 

generated through the university’s accounting system and drawn on a university bank account; and 24 

 (c)  Summarize General Fund and federal financial assistance fund disbursements on a weekly, post disbursement 25 

basis, and draw down the corresponding amounts through the standard First State Financials payment voucher process. 26 
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 This authorization does not provide for any change to the processing of encumbrances and vendor payment 1 

transactions related to Bond/Capital funds; it does not affect payroll processing and does not relax or alter any control 2 

requirements prescribed by law or policy related to procurement, encumbrance and payment activity. 3 

 The university shall comply with specific procedures developed and prescribed by the Office of Management and 4 

Budget and the Department of Finance, Accounting.  In addition, the university shall cooperate fully with the Office of 5 

Auditor of Accounts to aid in any review or examination of the university's accounting procedures, records and system. 6 

 Operations as enabled by this section shall be periodically reviewed and evaluated during the stated period by the 7 

Office of Management and Budget, the Department of Finance and the Office of Auditor of Accounts. Any 8 

procedural/control weaknesses identified shall be addressed and resolved, and this authority may be withdrawn for cause at 9 

any time during the stated period, with the allowance that Delaware State University will be provided reasonable time to 10 

revert to standard processes.  11 

 Section 275.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $225.4 to Higher Education, Delaware State University, Operations 12 

(90-03-01) for Athletic Grant. It is the intent of the General Assembly that the entire amount shall be used for scholarships to 13 

attract female athletes. 14 

 Section 276.  Section 1 of this Act provides an appropriation to Higher Education, Delaware Technical Community 15 

College, Office of the President (90-04-01) for Associate in Arts Program - Operations and Associate in Arts Program - 16 

Academic. This appropriation is to assist in the provision of the Delaware Technical Community College/University of 17 

Delaware Associate in Arts Program which will be operated jointly by the two institutions under a contract initiated by 18 

Delaware Technical Community College. Under this contract, the University of Delaware will teach students at Delaware 19 

Technical Community College facilities. Future budget requests will be made jointly by Delaware Technical Community 20 

College and the University of Delaware, and budget cuts, if necessary, will be shared on a pro rata basis. Approval of tuition 21 

and other fees will be made by the Board of Trustees of the institution that delivers the relevant service and after the 22 

institutions have reached an agreement for tuition sharing. Representatives from both institutions will meet at least once each 23 

semester to review program operations.  24 

 Section 277.  All higher education institutions in Delaware must be contracted members of the National Student 25 

Clearinghouse and be required to input data. Participation will allow the Department of Education to track Delaware’s 26 

students as they enroll or transfer into Delaware higher education institutions or other member higher education institutions 27 
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across the country. Membership requires higher education institutions to report data elements to the National Student 1 

Clearinghouse.  2 

 Section 278.  Beginning in Fiscal Year 2011, the requirements of 14 Del. C. § 5302 and § 6511 shall be waived until 3 

such time that state funding is appropriated for said program.  4 

 Section 279.  Section 1 of this act appropriates $402.0 $448.5 to Higher Education, Delaware Institute of Veterinary 5 

Medical Education (DIVME) (90-07-01). Notwithstanding current laws of Delaware relating to the DIVME program, these 6 

funds shall be used to provide tuition support for nine existing Delaware residents studying at the veterinary medicine 7 

program at the University of Georgia, and three existing Delaware residents studying at the veterinary medicine program at 8 

Oklahoma State University.   9 
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Total $800.4 1 

 Section 295.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Education, District and Charter 2 

Operations, Other Items (95-02-02) of $2,500.0 for School Improvement Funds that shall be used to provide technical 3 

assistance and support to schools and districts rated as Reward, Recognition, Targeted Support and Improvement and 4 

Comprehensive Support and Improvement or with recognized need under Delaware’s approved Federal Elementary and 5 

Secondary Education Act, Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) plan. The Department of Education shall provide a report on 6 

the use of said funds to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General by May 1 of each 7 

fiscal year. 8 

 Section 296.  Notwithstanding the provisions of 14 Del. C. § 1707, the assessment to sales ratios used to equalize 9 

Fiscal Year 2020 current fiscal year tax rates for those districts that cross county lines (Smyrna, Milford, Woodbridge and 10 

Polytech) shall remain at the same ratios that were in effect for Fiscal Year 2010. 11 

 Section 297.  Notwithstanding the provisions of 14 Del. C. § 1707, for the current fiscal year, all school districts 12 

shall receive Equalization funding based on the Fiscal Year 2009 average per unit amount for existing and new units. 13 

 Section 298.  Section 1 of this Act makes appropriations to Department of Education, District and Charter 14 

Operations, Division Funding (95-02-01) for Division II Units: All Other Costs and Energy. A Division II - Energy Unit shall 15 

be valued at $2,387.00.  A Division II - All Other Costs Unit shall be valued at $2,925.00. 16 

Section 299.  Section 1 of this Act provides to Department of Education, District and Charter Operations, Other 17 

Items (95-02-02) $28,150.9 for the Educational Sustainment Fund. The funds are allocated proportionally to districts and 18 

charter schools based upon the Division I unit count as certified in 14 Del. C. § 1704(2) and § 1710. These funds are to 19 

maintain critical educational programming and services. To maximize their effectiveness, they may be used for any Division 20 

III purpose pursuant to 14 Del. C. § 1304, § 1707(h) and § 1711. Districts and charter schools must submit a report to the 21 

Office of Management and Budget and Office of the Controller General’s Office by November 15 of the current fiscal year 22 

detailing how the funds will be utilized, particularly in support of English language learners and students of low-23 

socioeconomic status, prior to receiving the full allocation. 24 

Section 300.  Section 1 of this Act provides an appropriation to Department of Education, Pass Through and Other 25 

Support Programs, Adult Education and Work Force Training (95-03-50). This appropriation shall be allocated by the 26 

Department of Education to the following programs/districts: 27 
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Adult Trade Extension/Apprentice Program (statewide) $1,677.3 1 

James H. Groves High School (statewide) 3,433.9 2 

Adult Basic Education (statewide) 629.8 3 

New Castle County Learning Center (Christina School District) 215.5 4 

Delaware Skills Center (N.C.C. Vo-Tech) 1,347.8 5 

Alternative Secondary Education Program (statewide) 680.9 6 

Marine Mechanics Apprentice Program (Sussex Vo-Tech) 20.4 7 

Interagency Council on Adult Literacy 278.6 8 

Diploma-at-a-Distance 122.9 9 

Caesar Rodney – Naturalization 14.5 10 

Red Clay – Naturalization 117.2 11 

Dual Generation Literacy Program 160.0 12 

 Total $8,538.8 $8,698.8 13 

The full Adult Trade Extension/Apprentice Program funding allocation shall be distributed to the adult divisions of the three 14 

county-wide vocational technical districts. The allocations will be used to provide adult post-secondary technical/Registered 15 

Apprentice training. 16 

 Section 301.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Education, District and Charter 17 

Operations, Education Block Grants, Professional Accountability and Instructional Advancement Fund (95-02-05). 18 

 (a)  The following allocations shall be provided: 19 

(1)  $400.0 for Alternative Routes to Certification programs.  These allocations will be distributed through a 20 

competitive bid process, in accordance with 29 Del. C. c. 69; 21 

(2)  $1,566.5 shall be allocated by the Department of Education to districts and charter schools for professional 22 

and curriculum development activities. Districts shall submit applications to the Department of Education 23 

detailing the district’s plan for the utilization of these funds. The Department of Education shall review and 24 

approve plans and allocate an amount not to exceed $157.00 per certified employee, based on a district's 25 

personnel complement for the 2018-2019 2019-2020 school year. Grants are to be used for developing and 26 

implementing curriculum based on the content standards established by the Curriculum Frameworks 27 

Commission, as approved by the State Board of Education or for other professional development activities, 28 
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including, but not limited to: Discipline; Special Education/Inclusion Collaboration/Consensus Building; 1 

Conflict Resolution; Shared Decision Making; local school board member training; Trauma Informed 2 

Practices; and Educational Technology. Districts are encouraged to collaborate as a means of maximizing 3 

resources as well as focusing district activities on consistent principles. Grants may be utilized for training, 4 

planning, in-service programs and contractual services. The Department of Education is authorized to 5 

transfer 50 percent of the estimated district grant amount by July 30 of the fiscal year. The remaining 50 6 

percent shall be transferred within 30 days of the final approval of the district application for funding; 7 

 In the application, districts shall detail the proposed utilization of funds as well as the incorporation of 8 

the following criteria: 9 

(i) Integration of the proposal with existing resources and programs such as the Comprehensive Discipline 10 

Act, Delaware Principals Academy, Delaware Teachers Center, Drug Free Schools, Title I and II, 11 

Special Education and local funds dedicated to Standards and Assessment; and 12 

(ii) Inclusion of local staff in planning of the grant proposal, with representation from all involved in 13 

student learning, including all professional employees by category. The plan(s) should focus on overall 14 

improved student performance, with a built-in level of accountability to determine effectiveness; 15 

(3)  $300.0 for Professional Mentoring.  The intent of this appropriation is for exemplary teachers to assist new 16 

teachers through leadership and guidance, and includes a training component in order for teachers to 17 

become better mentors. This funding level allows for a statewide program; 18 

(4)  $921.0 $1,683.8 for Literacy Cadre. This appropriation will provide each local school district, excluding 19 

charter schools, with the state share of salaries in accordance with 14 Del. C. § 1305 and the state share of 20 

the Division III Equalization Unit amount as defined in 14 Del. C. § 1707 for one 10-month Reading 21 

Specialist. The purpose of this Specialist will be the creation of a Literacy Cadre which will provide 22 

assistance to districts in designing, demonstrating and implementing best practices in reading instruction.  23 

Such position shall be responsible for curriculum alignment and professional development in reading for 24 

district educators;  25 

(5)  $1,830.5 for Educator Preparation and Development. This appropriation shall be used to support current 26 

and aspiring educators by providing and sponsoring ongoing: pre-service training for future teachers and 27 

leaders; educator recruitment platforms and tools for Local Education Agencies; educator effectiveness 28 
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systems and supports; teacher-leadership opportunities and teacher and leader professional learning 1 

networks and supports; leadership academy; and Delaware Performance Appraisal System; and 2 

(6)  $600.0 for Delaware Standards. This funding shall be used to engage educators in sustained, intensive and 3 

collaborative professional development and building educator resources for state standards. 4 

(b)  Any funds remaining subsequent to these allocations may be disbursed at the discretion of the Department of 5 

Education for professional accountability and instructional advancement activities. 6 

 Section 302.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $150.0 in Department of Education, Pass Through and Other 7 

Support Programs, Pass Through Programs (95-03-15) for the Delaware Center for Teacher Education. This funding shall be 8 

used to support professional and curriculum development activities in the content areas of reading and social studies. The 9 

Department of Education shall determine, in coordination with the agency (or agencies) performing such activities, the 10 

training goals and objectives, including how the objectives of Standards and Assessments will be furthered. The Department 11 

of Education, the Controller General and the Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall ensure that the proposed 12 

development activities are cost efficient and meet the objectives outlined in this section before agreeing to transfer the 13 

appropriation from the Department of Education to the operating agency. 14 

 Section 303.  For the current fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019, any local school district that has had two 15 

consecutive failed current expense tax referendums during the time period July 1, 2017 2018 to January 1, 2020 2021, is 16 

authorized to exercise the cash option on Academic Excellence units up to the total number of units provided under that 17 

program. This provision will apply for the current fiscal year only. In addition, districts meeting this criterion are authorized 18 

to utilize funds derived from this cash option to pay local salary supplements. Any district that has had a successful current 19 

expense tax referendum subsequent to two consecutive failed current expense tax referendums is ineligible for the provisions 20 

of this section. 21 

Section 304.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Education, District and Charter 22 

Operations (95-02-00) for Education Block Grants. Of this appropriation, $8.5 shall be made available to the Gay Straight 23 

Alliance to support the annual Anti-Bullying/Gay Straight Alliance Summit for members of Delaware Middle and high 24 

school Gay Straight Alliances.  25 

Section 305.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Education, Pass Through and Other 26 

Support Programs, Pass Through Programs (95-03-15) of $700.0 for Speech Pathology to support the implementation of a 27 

Master’s degree program in Communication Sciences and Disorders at the University of Delaware. Said funds shall be 28 
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utilized for, but not be limited to, curriculum development, seeking program accreditation through the Council on Academic 1 

Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology, developing a Delaware resident scholarship program where 2 

recipients commit to working in Delaware for at least three years post graduation and staffing and equipment costs associated 3 

with program development and implementation. The university shall submit by May 1 of each fiscal year an implementation 4 

status report on the Master’s degree program in speech-language pathology to the Co-Chairs of the Joint Finance Committee, 5 

the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General. 6 

Section 306.  Section 1 of this Act makes an ASF appropriation to Department of Education, Pass Through and 7 

Other Support Programs, Special Needs Programs (95-03-20) for the Children Services Cost Recovery Project (CSCRP).  All 8 

local school districts shall fully participate in the implementation and operation of the project for the fiscal year ending June 9 

30.  Local school district participation shall be on a district-wide basis. 10 

 The following resources are appropriated to operate CSCRP during the fiscal year ending June 30. No appropriation 11 

is made for the purchase of additional state-owned vehicles pursuant to this section. The appropriated funds for supplies and 12 

in-state travel which, pursuant to this section, are passed through to the local school district shall be dedicated to operating 13 

CSCRP. 14 

 In addition, 12.0 FTEs staff positions are appropriated to support this project:  9.0 10.0 ASF FTEs shall be located at 15 

the Department of Education. The Department of Education is hereby permitted to authorize the hiring of up to 3.0 2.0 16 

positions in the local school districts for the sole purpose of implementing this section. The authorized positions in the local 17 

school districts shall be paid in accordance with the Financial Secretary Salary Schedules 1308 and 1309 including the local 18 

salary supplement in place at the employing school districts.   19 

 When it is deemed in the best interest of the program to have positions transferred between school districts, the 20 

employees in those positions will be compensated in accordance with the local salary supplement in place at the new district.  21 

However, should the new district’s local salary supplement be less than that of the transferring employee, the employee’s 22 

local supplement will be frozen until the new district supplement meets or exceeds the amount of the original supplement.  23 

The employees may elect to have their sick and annual leave balances transfer with them between districts. 24 

 When any of the positions authorized to the local school districts become vacant, the position shall be re-assigned to 25 

the Department of Education and compensated in accordance with the Department of Education compensation plan. 26 

 All revenue generated through the cost recovery project from local school district sources will, after the deduction of 27 

all operational project costs, be divided between the State General Fund and the local school district’s operating funds in a 28 
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proportion that equals the original sharing of expenses. Any funds returned to a local school district that were generated 1 

through recovery on non-transportation services provided by a tuition-based special school must be made available to the 2 

special school for expenditure at the special school. Funds recovered on behalf of tuition eligible students served in 3 

mainstream environments can be used at the districts’ discretion. 4 

 Audit exceptions, including any penalties and fees, will be covered from drawdowns on future recoveries on a 5 

similar basis as indicated above. 6 

 Section 307.  For the purpose of participating in CSCRP, provisions of the Delaware Code to the contrary 7 

notwithstanding, school psychologists certified or otherwise licensed by the Department of Education in accordance with the 8 

provisions 14 Del. C. § 1092, shall be considered in compliance with qualification standards equivalent to state licensure to 9 

practice psychology as set forth in 24 Del. C. § 3508. Such equivalent state licensure status shall be limited to the delivery of 10 

services related to the Department of Education or local school district approved school programs conducted within the 11 

course of the regular school day at a Department of Education or local school district approved school site or least restrictive 12 

environment location. The provisions of this section shall in no way be construed as entitling a person not otherwise qualified 13 

to do so to represent himself to the public by any title or description of services incorporating the words "psychology," 14 

"psychological" and/or "psychologist" within the meaning of 24 Del. C. § 3502, except as may be herein specifically 15 

provided. 16 

 Section 308.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Education, District and Charter 17 

Operations, Other Items (95-02-02) for the Student Discipline Program. 18 

(a)  A total of $4,000.2 is allocated for the statewide implementation of programs for severe discipline cases. Of that 19 

amount, a total of $2,400.0 will be allocated to the three counties in the following manner: 50 percent to New Castle County, 20 

25 percent to Kent County and 25 percent to Sussex County. Of the $2,400.0, $150.0 in New Castle County and $75.0 in both 21 

Kent and Sussex Counties must be utilized for transitional services. A total of $1,020.0 will be disbursed on a competitive 22 

basis among the existing school district consortia or to individual school districts.  Of the $1,020.0, $820.0 will be utilized for 23 

improvement of academic programs and $200.0 will be utilized for extended year opportunities. A total of $580.2 is allocated 24 

to increase resources for programs in Kent and Sussex Counties and shall be divided between the two programs as follows:  25 

$330.2 in Kent and $250.0 in Sussex. If funds are used for personnel costs, they may only be used for the state share in 26 

accordance with the schedules contained in 14 Del. C. c. 13. 27 
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Programs receiving funds under this section may utilize no more than $300.0 in total from Public School 1 

Transportation (95-02-06) for transportation expenses. 2 

 (b)  For the purpose of facilitating the continuation of services, districts receiving an allocation under the provisions 3 

of subsections (a) and (b) of this section, may receive 50 percent of the prior year’s base grant allocation at the outset of  each 4 

fiscal year. These districts are required to present program proposals to the Department of Education no later than November 5 

15 of each year. Upon Department of Education approval, adjustments to program allocations will be made.  6 

 (c)  The Department of Education shall determine common data definitions and data collection methodologies for 7 

each program in this section. Districts shall use such definitions and methodologies and shall provide information as 8 

requested by the Department of Education. This information shall include but not be limited to the following:  the number of 9 

students served; reasons for service; measures of behavioral improvement; measures of academic improvement as 10 

appropriate; rates of recidivism within programs; and number and types of referrals for additional services. The Department 11 

of Education shall prepare a statewide management report to identify needs for program improvement and best practice. 12 

(d)  Based on the recommendations that resulted from House Joint Resolution 25 of the 139th General Assembly, a 13 

total of $1,325.0 shall be allocated for the continued operation of the alternative school program. The program shall be 14 

developed utilizing research based best-practice models. The program shall provide year-round services as deemed 15 

appropriate and determined by the consortium board and the Department of Education within the prescribed state 16 

appropriation. This program shall be considered a special school for the purposes of charging tuition payments to be made by 17 

school districts of residence under the statutory provisions of 14 Del. C. c. 6, such that the districts shall fund at least 30 18 

percent of the total cost of the program. The New Castle County Consortium and the Department of Education shall oversee 19 

administration of the program and may enter into contractual arrangements to operate the program.  Such oversight shall 20 

include an annual evaluation of the program to be submitted to the Department of Education. 21 

 (e)  Any funds remaining subsequent to these allocations may be used at the discretion of the Department of 22 

Education for activities related to school climate and discipline. 23 

Section 309.  Section 1 of this Act provides an appropriation to Department of Education, District and Charter 24 

Operations, Other Items (95-02-02) for Exceptional Student Unit - Vocational. This appropriation shall be used to continue 25 

the program of vocational education for students with disabilities. The funds appropriated shall provide for Divisions I, II and 26 

III funding for a maximum of six units, prior to application of the vocational deduct, in a single program. The unit shall be 27 
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based upon 13,500 pupil minutes per week of instruction or major fraction thereof after the first full unit and shall be in 1 

addition to the funding otherwise provided under 14 Del. C. § 1703(d). 2 

 Section 310.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates 43.8 FTEs and 0.7 NSF FTE, of which up to 4.0 shall be authorized 3 

as teachers/supervisors, 35.8 authorized as teachers, 3.0 authorized as secretaries for the Department of Education and 1.0 4 

Education Associate to operate the Prison Education Program (an additional 2.0 FTEs are authorized in the Department of 5 

Correction for the Prison Education Program). The qualification of employees for the Prison Education Program shall be the 6 

same as the qualification for employees in the public high schools. Teachers/supervisors shall have teaching responsibilities 7 

as defined by job responsibilities and duties developed by the Department of Education. 8 

 Students served under this program shall not be included in the calculation for unit count purposes as defined in 14 9 

Del. C. c. 17. The Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General may transfer funds between 10 

lines and departments to pay for this program. 11 

In the event the Director of the Office of Management and Budget proposes or implements a position attrition or 12 

complement reduction initiative, the Director shall clearly indicate to the Co-Chairs of the Joint Finance Committee when 13 

positions outlined in this section are included in said initiative(s). 14 

 Section 311.  The functions previously performed through the Delaware Tech Prep Consortium were transitioned to 15 

the Department of Education effective July 1, 2017, along with existing personnel. With the consolidation of these functions 16 

into the Career and Technical Education workgroup, the department is responsible for expanding articulation agreements and 17 

dual enrollment coursework in career and technical education pathways across the State. This includes establishing early 18 

college credit and advanced standing agreements with in-state and out-of-state colleges and universities (both two- and four-19 

year degree programs), apprenticeship programs, adult education programs and with the State’s one-stop system for 20 

workforce development. Further, the department is responsible for expanding co-curricular activities such as career and 21 

technical student organizations and work-based learning programs in partnership with employers. 22 

 Section 312.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $36,216.6 $39,216.6 to Department of Education, Pass Through and 23 

Other Support Programs, Special Needs Programs (95-03-20) for Early Childhood Initiatives. These funds are to be used to 24 

support the Delaware Stars for Early Success, the State’s quality rating improvement system for early care and education. 25 

Funding will also support strengthening the State’s comprehensive early childhood system as outlined in Early Success, 26 

compiled through the efforts of the Delaware Early Childhood Council and the Interagency Resource Management 27 

Committee managed through the Delaware Department of Education, Office of Early Learning. Initiatives shall include, but 28 
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not be limited to, tiered reimbursement and onsite support and assessment of providers in the Stars program, professional 1 

development activities for practitioners in early care and education, early childhood mental health consultation, 2 

developmental screenings and surveys, and overall evaluation and awareness of the Delaware Stars for Early Success 3 

program. Notwithstanding 14 Del C. § 3001 or this Act to the contrary, program expenses may not exceed the appropriated 4 

amount. Upon approval by the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General, the Secretary of 5 

Education may make program changes based on participation rates as reported by the Department of Health and Social 6 

Services. 7 

Section 313.  Notwithstanding the provisions of the Department of Education’s Administrative Code, Delaware 8 

non-public school (private and home school) students shall not be subject to a tuition-based driver education program for the 9 

program’s initial offering at rates approved by the Co-Chairs of the Joint Finance Committee.  The fee for the current fiscal 10 

year shall be zero. 11 

Section 314.  (a) The Public School Transportation Committee, consisting of representatives from the Department of 12 

Education, the Office of the Controller General, the Office of Management and Budget and representatives for bus 13 

contractors and school district transportation supervisors shall make recommendations to the Director of the Office of 14 

Management and Budget and the Controller General for revisions to components of the transportation formula no later than 15 

April 1 of each fiscal year. 16 

(b)  Public School Transportation funds are allocated in the amount of $112,969.7 $124,235.1 in accordance with the 17 

transportation formula, as adopted by the State Board of Education on July 23, 1987, subject to the following amendments 18 

and procedural modifications: 19 

(1)  The per gallon price used to calculate the fuel allowance shall be based on the state contract bid price for 20 

fuel plus $0.07 per gallon for districts and plus $0.31 per gallon for contractors. For districts and 21 

contractors north of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, the per gallon price shall be based on delivery to 22 

a large-sized tank (5,000 or more gallons). In the case of contractors located south of the Chesapeake and 23 

Delaware Canal, the per gallon price shall be based on delivery to a small-sized tank (275 - 1,900 gallons). 24 

Upon determination by the Department of Education that a contractor located north of the Chesapeake and 25 

Delaware Canal and operating five or fewer buses does not have existing storage capacity in the large tank 26 

range, the per gallon price shall be based on the smaller tank size. 27 
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  The initial fuel rates shall be based on the state contract bid price as of June 1 of the preceding 1 

fiscal year. Funding adjustment will be made when the annual average price increases or decreases by at 2 

least $0.05 per gallon. The first review will be based on the annual averages through December 31 of each 3 

year and additional reviews will be conducted each month thereafter until April 30. Timing and frequency 4 

of fuel adjustments shall be determined by the Department of Education, in collaboration with the Public 5 

School Transportation Committee. Reviews may also be conducted at any time upon the request of the 6 

Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General. Propane school buses will 7 

receive the same fuel allowances and be subject to the same adjustment as diesel school buses; 8 

(2)  For the current fiscal year, the operating allowance shall provide a two percent pay increase for bus drivers 9 

commensurate with the general salary increase enumerated in Section 8, which shall be passed directly to 10 

district employed bus drivers as an increase in total compensation. For district operated pupil transportation 11 

services, bus driver and driver aide salaries shall receive an increase commensurate with the general salary 12 

increase enumerated in Section 8 of this Act in years in which one is provided; 13 

(3)  For the current fiscal year, the allowable cost of a new unused bus that was purchased by a contractor and 14 

put on contract and that was produced between January 1, 2019 2020 and December 31, 2019 2020 (as 15 

noted on the school bus identification plate) shall begin its seven-year capital allowance schedule using the 16 

2018 2019 state bid price for new school buses, minus 2 percent for salvage value, plus 11 percent to 17 

account for dealer charges and profits not reflected in the state bid price due to the higher number of buses 18 

being purchased and the lag time between ordering and delivery. Any bus produced on or after January 1, 19 

2019 2020 must meet the current federal emissions requirements in order to receive a capital allowance. 20 

Any bus produced and placed in service after January 1, 2019 2020 shall be entitled to an allowance based 21 

on the 2019 2020 state bid price. 22 

  A used bus placed in service shall utilize the allowance schedule which would have been allowed 23 

had the bus been placed in service when new based on its production date.  The bus shall receive the 24 

remaining years of capital allowance. The Department of Education shall continue to utilize the procedures 25 

developed in Fiscal Year 1989 for determining the allowable cost for any size bus that it did not bid in 26 

Fiscal Year 2019 2020. In addition to the procedure for establishing the allowable cost of a new bus 27 

specified above, the Department of Education is requested to structure its bids for buses in Fiscal Year 28 
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2020 2021 in such a manner that public school bus contractors will be permitted to purchase buses from the 1 

successful lower bidder at the same price as the State of Delaware. If a contractor elects to purchase a bus 2 

at the bid price, the lowest base bid of an awarded contract minus 2 percent for salvage value will be the 3 

allowable cost in subsequent reimbursements to the contractor;  4 

(4)  For the current fiscal year, the school bus contractor insurance allowance shall remain the same; and 5 

(5)  For the current fiscal year, the fixed cost allowance for district and contractor buses shall include funding 6 

for the provision of emergency communication devices. The Department of Education is authorized to 7 

bring school districts or private contractors operating school buses equipped with cellular phone technology 8 

under a state negotiated cellular phone contract. 9 

(c)  Except as specified in this section, or for changes in the price of fuel, or for the adjustments of those items 10 

changed by state or federal laws, the Department of Education shall not change the transportation formula unless the change 11 

has been authorized by the General Assembly and an appropriation therefore has been made by the General Assembly. 12 

(d)  The Department of Education shall calculate the formula amounts for each district as provided herein but shall 13 

only provide 90 percent of such calculation to each school district. Homeless transportation funding shall be provided to 14 

school districts and charter schools at 90 percent of the total cost for approved, eligible students. This excludes transportation 15 

for foster children.  16 

(e)  Of the appropriation allocated for public school districts, funding is allocated to purchase air conditioned buses 17 

to transport special need students. The Department of Education is authorized to allow the purchase of air conditioned buses 18 

required to transport special education students that have a medical need for air conditioning (specified by a physician). 19 

(f)  $1,789.2 is allocated to address recommendations in the Public School Transportation Committee report, dated 20 

May 4, 2018. These funds shall be used to increase the daily rate for administrative expenses. The Department of Education 21 

shall provide recommendations for changes to the transportation formula based on the Public School Transportation 22 

Committee report to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General by August 15, 2019.  23 

Section 315.  It is the intent of the General Assembly to make progress toward implementing the recommendation of 24 

the Public School Transportation Working Group to address school bus operating cost factors not reflected in the school 25 

transportation formula, which has been in existence since 1977. These factors include, but are not limited to, environmental 26 

compliance requirements for school bus maintenance, maintenance costs of advanced technology on school buses and school 27 

bus driver training requirements.  28 
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Section 316.  (a) All school districts shall be required to utilize TripSpark, a computerized routing system for school 1 

bus transportation, provided by the Department of Education to create school bus routes.  Schools are encouraged to 2 

maximize the capabilities of this system to derive transportation efficiencies to contain increasing costs. 3 

(b)  The department is directed to continue to provide bus transportation services to any residential area which has 4 

received transportation services since October 1, 1977. 5 

 Section 317.  During the fiscal year, local school districts are hereby directed to provide, at the local school district’s 6 

cost, bus transportation of public school students previously declared ineligible by the Unique Hazards Committee, including 7 

the following: 8 

(1)  Students attending Stanton Middle School who are now forced to walk along Telegraph Road with a 9 

constant threat of injury; 10 

(2)  Students attending Mount Pleasant High School who are now forced to walk along Marsh Road with a 11 

constant threat of injury; 12 

(3)  Students in the town of Seaford, living west of Conrail and north of the Nanticoke River, who attend the 13 

Seaford schools, grades K-6; 14 

(4)  Students attending Seaford Central Elementary who live in the area east of Conrail, north of the Nanticoke 15 

River and west of Williams Pond, within the Seaford city limits; 16 

(5)  Students attending the Cab Calloway School of the Arts and Wilmington Charter School on Lancaster 17 

Avenue to Delaware Avenue in the north-south grid and on Jackson Street to DuPont Street on the east-18 

west grid; 19 

(6)  Students attending Newark High School who live in Windy Hills and are forced to walk along Kirkwood 20 

Highway with a constant threat of injury; 21 

(7)  Students attending schools in Laurel living in the areas of Lakeside Manor, Route 24 east of Laurel town 22 

limits, Route 13A south of Laurel town limits and Dogwood Acres; 23 

(8)  Students attending Delcastle Technical High School who live in Newport and are forced to walk along 24 

Centerville Road (Route 141) with a constant threat of injury; 25 

(9)  Students attending Woodbridge Junior-Senior High School who must travel along Route 13A south of 26 

Bridgeville, and students living west of Bridgeville who must travel along Route 404 or Route 18; 27 
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(10)  Students attending Smyrna Middle School who reside in the Sunnyside Acres area between Sunnyside 1 

Road and U.S. 13 and who would otherwise be required to walk along U.S. 13 in order to reach school; 2 

(11)  Students attending Concord High School who live south of Naamans Road in the Talleybrook-Chalfonte, 3 

Brandywood, Brandon and Beacon Hill areas who must walk along Grubb and/or Naamans Road with a 4 

constant threat of injury; 5 

(12)  Students attending the Laurel Elementary Schools in Grades K-6 who live in the Town of Laurel and the 6 

surrounding areas; 7 

(13)  Students attending Dover High School who live in Old Sherwood, south of Waples Avenue; 8 

(14)  Students attending Mount Pleasant Elementary School, who would be forced to walk along Bellevue Road; 9 

(15)  Students attending Mount Pleasant Elementary School, who would be forced to cross over and/or walk 10 

along River Road between Lore Avenue and Bellevue Road; 11 

(16)  Students attending Douglas Kindergarten Center, who would be forced to walk along Route 2 (Union 12 

Street) or through Canby Park via the paths, with a constant threat of injury; 13 

(17)  K-3 - New Todd Estates Development to Jeannie Jennie Smith Elementary School - because of hazards of 14 

Route 4 at Pierson Drive intersection; 15 

(18)  Students living in West Wilmington Manor who walk to Wilmington Manor Elementary School; 16 

(19)  Woodbridge Elementary School students living in the town of Greenwood, west of the railroad tracks; 17 

(20)  Woodbridge Junior-Senior High School students living on Route 13A from Route 13 north of Bridgeville to 18 

Bridgeville north of town limits including streets with access to that part of Route 13A; 19 

(21)  Talley Jr. High School students who reside in the Ashbourne Hills, Greentree, Stoney Brook areas, students 20 

who reside in the Woodacre Apartments and students who live along Peachtree Road; 21 

(22)  Springer Middle School students residing in Eden Ridge III, Tavistock, Sharpley and Eden Ridge who must 22 

cross Concord Pike; 23 

(23)  Georgetown Elementary School students who live east of Bedford Street; 24 

(24)  Lombardy Elementary School students who must cross Foulk Road; 25 

(25)  Central Middle School students who reside in the vicinity of 1508 Dinahs Corner Road; 26 

(26)  Students attending Central Middle School, living in the area south of Kent General Hospital, to include 27 

students living along and south of Westview Terrace, Dover Street, Hope Street and Sackarackin Avenue; 28 
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(27)  Students of the Appoquinimink School District who reside in Odessa Heights; 1 

(28)  Students attending Brandywine High School who live in Concord Manor and are forced to walk along 2 

Shellpot Drive and Windley Hill; 3 

(29)  Students attending Clayton Elementary, North Elementary or the Bassett Middle School in the Smyrna 4 

School District who live on Buresch Drive; 5 

(30)  Notwithstanding the construction of any sidewalk or footpath along Grubb Road between Naamans Road 6 

and Marsh Road, any child currently receiving bus transportation by the Brandywine School District who 7 

lives along Grubb Road (between Naamans Road and Marsh Road) or lives in a neighborhood which enters 8 

directly onto Grubb Road (between Naamans Road and Marsh Road) shall continue to receive bus 9 

transportation to and from school; 10 

(31)  Stanton Middle School students residing in Kiamensi Gardens, Kiamensi Heights and Westfield who must 11 

cross Limestone Road; 12 

(32)  Students attending Warner Elementary or Warner Kindergarten who also attend the Brandywine Day Care 13 

Center; 14 

(33)  Students attending Brandywine Springs Elementary School who live along Newport Gap Pike; 15 

(34)  Students attending Mount Pleasant High School who reside in the vicinity of Rysing Drive in Edgemoor 16 

Gardens, in the vicinity of Rysing Drive in the Village of Woods Edge, in the vicinity of Edgemoor Road in 17 

Edgemoor Terrace and the Village of Fox Point on Governor Printz Boulevard; 18 

(35)  Students attending the Woodbridge School District, who live in the Canterbury Apartments in Bridgeville, 19 

will embark and disembark in the parking lot of the apartment complex in lieu of the bus stop area along 20 

the heavily traveled U.S. 13; 21 

(36)  Students attending McCullough Middle School living along and east of Route 9 from I-295 north to district 22 

boundary; 23 

(37)  Students attending Talley Middle School who can walk without hazard to the corner of Yardley Lane and 24 

Silverside Road; and 25 

(38)  All students attending Kathleen H. Wilbur Elementary School in the Colonial School District. 26 

Section 318.  Notwithstanding the provisions of any state law or regulation to the contrary, the Colonial School 27 

District is hereby directed to provide bus transportation for public school students who attend the Panda Early Education 28 
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Center at 1169 South DuPont Highway in New Castle to and from Kathleen H. Wilbur Elementary School and Southern 1 

Elementary School.  The Colonial School District is authorized to utilize state transportation dollars to fund the transportation 2 

of students as directed herein. 3 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any state law to the contrary, the Red Clay Consolidated School District is 4 

authorized to utilize state transportation dollars to fund students traveling from routes to and from the Cab Calloway School 5 

of the Arts and Conrad Schools of Science and the Indian River School District is authorized to utilize state transportation 6 

dollars to fund students traveling from routes to and from the Southern Delaware School of the Arts. 7 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any state law to the contrary, the Christina School District is authorized to utilize 8 

state transportation dollars to fund students traveling from routes to and from Christiana High School, Glasgow High School, 9 

and Newark High School as part of the district’s high school redesign program. Additional routes resulting from the redesign 10 

program and associated state transportation dollars shall require the approval of the Secretary of Education, the Director of 11 

the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General. 12 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any state law to the contrary, the Colonial School District is authorized to utilize 13 

state transportation dollars to fund students traveling from routes to and from Gunning Bedford Middle School, George Read 14 

Middle School and McCullough Middle School as part of the district’s middle school redesign program. Additional routes 15 

resulting from the redesign program, and associated state transportation dollars, shall require the approval of the Director of 16 

the Office of Management and Budget, Controller General and Secretary of Education. 17 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any state law to the contrary, the Red Clay Consolidated School District is 18 

authorized to utilize state transportation dollars to fund students traveling from routes to and from the Brandywine Springs 19 

(6-8) program. 20 

Section 319.  Notwithstanding 14 Del. C. § 508 or any regulation to the contrary, a charter school may negotiate a 21 

contract (multi-year, if desired) for contractor payment for school transportation up to the maximum rate specified which is 22 

currently 70 percent of the average cost per student of transportation within the vocational district in which the charter school 23 

is located or the charter school may publicly bid the transportation routes.  If the actual negotiated or bid costs are lower than 24 

the maximum rate specified above, the charter school may keep the difference for educational purposes that serve low-25 

income and/or English Learners.  If the charter school includes a fuel adjustment contract provision, the charter school shall 26 

be responsible for increased payments to the contractor or it may keep funds taken back from the contractor. 27 
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Section 320.  As recommended by the Task Force on State Education Technology, the Department of Education is 1 

authorized to establish a Council on Educational Technology. The Council shall be supported by staff from the Department 2 

of Education and the Department of Technology and Information, and shall be comprised of no more than 15 stakeholder 3 

representatives. The Council will: (1) provide strategic guidance for public education technology by conducting needs 4 

assessments; (2) offer policy and budget recommendations; (3) engage in strategic planning to ensure alignment between 5 

state and local efforts; (4) define acceptable use policies, procedures and processes to ensure compliance with federal and 6 

state regulations; and (5) provide support for technology-related procurement. 7 

Section 321.  Section 1 of this Act provides an appropriation of $3,767.5 to Department of Education, District and 8 

Charter Operations, Education Block Grants (95-02-05) for Technology Block Grant. These funds are allocated 9 

proportionally to district and charter schools based upon the Division I unit count as certified in 14 Del. C. § 1704(2) and § 10 

1710. Funds provided by this Act are intended to support the following priorities:  (1) replacement or purchase of equipment 11 

supporting classroom instruction; (2) supporting technology maintenance in the schools either through the use of technology 12 

personnel or contractual services; (3) supporting professional learning through the use of instructional personnel; or (4) such 13 

other technology needs as may arise which could improve or enhance the technology capabilities of the district or charter 14 

school. To the extent that these funds are used to pay salary expenses, they may only be used for the state share of salary, 15 

benefits and other employment costs in accordance with the schedules contained in 14 Del. C. c. 13. Local districts are 16 

encouraged to match their allocation pursuant to the provisions of 14 Del. C. § 1902(b), provided the local match does not 17 

exceed those established under 71 Del Laws, c. 378. The matching provisions provided in this section shall not be interpreted 18 

to provide duplicative rate increases. The Department of Education shall be charged with the authority to verify the use of the 19 

funds. 20 

 Section 322.  The provisions of this Act to the contrary notwithstanding, consistent with the provisions of 14 Del. C. 21 

§ 509(b), charter schools eligible to receive allocations from the Professional Accountability and Instructional Advancement 22 

fund, Academic Excellence and Minor Capital Improvements program will not be required to submit an application to the 23 

Department of Education.  Any funds received as a result of the allocation of these programs may be used for current 24 

operations, Minor Capital Improvements or tuition payments. 25 

Section 323.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Education, Pass Through and Other 26 

Support Programs, Scholarships (95-03-40) for Scholarships and Grants. Of that amount, $29.4 shall be used for the Herman 27 

M. Holloway, Sr. Scholarship program per the provisions of 14 Del. C. c. 34; $244.0 shall be used for the FAME Scholarship 28 
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program; $40.0 shall be used for the MERIT Scholarship program; $220.0 shall be used for the Ada Leigh Soles Memorial 1 

Professional Librarian and Archivist Incentive program; $51.4 for the Charles L. Hebner Scholarship; $100.0 for Critical 2 

Teacher Scholarships; $200.0 for Delaware Teacher Corps; $60.0 for the Washington Center for Internships; and $16.0 for 3 

the Democracy Project Washington D.C. fellows program. Any funds excluding the Herman Holloway, Sr. Scholarship 4 

program remaining after payment to the prescribed Scholarships and Grants provided in this appropriation may be awarded to 5 

students with financial need who applied to the Scholarship Incentive Program (SCIP). Any Herman M. Holloway, Sr. 6 

Scholarship program funds remaining after payment of the Holloway Scholarships may be awarded to Delaware State 7 

University students with financial need who applied to SCIP. 8 

 Section 324.  Any SCIP funds unused in any given fiscal year may be carried over into a reserve account to be 9 

utilized for SCIP awards in the subsequent year. In the event that actual awards exceed projected award amounts, spring 10 

awards may be reduced to cover the difference. 11 

 Section 325.  The Brandywine School District Board shall maintain as a standalone program its Gifted and Talented 12 

program (also known as the Odyssey program, formally known as the Brandywine Academically Gifted program) at least 13 

through the end of the current school year. The program shall be fully maintained at Mount Pleasant Elementary School, the 14 

Claymont Elementary School and the P.S. DuPont Middle School. During this time, the district shall fully support the 15 

Odyssey program in terms of outreach, recruitment, assessment of students for entry into the program, curriculum 16 

development, teacher assignment and other support elements as currently exist. 17 

 Section 326.  Notwithstanding any law or regulation to the contrary, the Department of Education shall continue to 18 

work towards the collection of school-level financial data. To this end, when processing transactions in First State Financials 19 

and PHRST, local school districts and charter schools shall use a standard set of codes as established by the Department of 20 

Education. Amend 14 Del. C. § 1511 by making insertions as shown by underline as follows:  21 

(e) The Department of Education shall oversee the statewide collection of school-level financial data. To this end, when 22 

processing financial and personnel transactions in the statewide systems of record, local school districts and charter schools 23 

shall use a standard set of codes as established by the Department of Education. 24 

 Section 327.  Notwithstanding the provisions of 14 Del. C. § 203, § 604 or any sections of this Act to the contrary, 25 

the Christina School District is authorized to operate the Sarah Pyle Academy as a special program and charge tuition for the 26 

support of the academy as provided in 14 Del. C. § 604 during the current school year.  The academy shall operate as an 27 

academic recovery, drop-out prevention program at no additional cost to the State.  The students attending this program shall 28 
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continue to be counted in the enrollment of their regular school; however, the state funding associated with these students as 1 

determined by the Secretary of Education shall be utilized by the Sarah Pyle Academy.  This program shall be for the express 2 

purpose of providing educational services for students in high school who are no less than 16 years of age, who have less 3 

than five credits toward graduation and have a documented family or personal situation that indicates traditional school 4 

enrollment is not feasible.  This program shall not be a discipline program as defined or authorized by 14 Del. C. c. 16. 5 

 Section 328.  A school district operating a special school or program or with tuition eligible students may not 6 

reallocate state units earned in these cases, if such reallocation requires an increase in the tuition tax rate or tuition billing 7 

amount. If a reallocation of state units earned will not require such an increase, districts may reallocate positions as necessary 8 

to ensure the most efficient delivery of services, except for those instances currently prohibited by Delaware Code. 9 

Additionally the Department of Education shall be authorized to promulgate rules and regulations pertaining to 10 

tuition billings and tuition payments to include, but not be limited to, procedures to implement a specific billing and payment 11 

schedule; procedures for justification accounting for any increases from estimated to actual per pupil amounts billed; and 12 

procedures for the review of included costs to ensure appropriateness as it relates to the ratio of state to local resources. 13 

 Section 329.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Education, Pass Through and Other 14 

Support Programs, Scholarships (95-03-40) for SEED (Student Excellence Equals Degree) Scholarship. This appropriation 15 

shall be used to award scholarships to graduates of Delaware public and non-public high schools who meet the eligibility 16 

criteria pursuant to the provisions of 14 Del. C. c. 34 Subchapter XIV.  Delaware Technical Community College and the 17 

University of Delaware (The Institutions) have established regulations for the implementation and administration of the 18 

SEED Program. Notwithstanding the provisions of 14 Del. C. § 3405A, funding will be available for all new and returning 19 

students that meet the eligibility criteria referenced above. The Institutions are responsible for requesting a transfer of funds 20 

from the Department of Education based on the enrollment of students receiving the SEED Scholarship. Funds awarded 21 

under the SEED program are portable in the event that an eligible student transfers between the two eligible institutions.  The 22 

Department of Education shall forward an annual report to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and 23 

Controller General by April 1 of each year detailing how the SEED scholarship program has been marketed and the number 24 

of potential awardees reached during the prior year.  25 

Section 330.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Education, Pass Through and Other 26 

Support Programs, Scholarships (95-03-40) for the Delaware State University Inspire Scholarship program. This 27 

appropriation shall be used to award scholarships to graduates of Delaware public and non-public high schools who meet the 28 
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eligibility criteria pursuant to the provisions of 14 Del. C. c. 34 Subchapter XIV. Delaware State University has established 1 

regulations for the implementation and administration of the Inspire program. Notwithstanding the provisions of 14 Del. C. § 2 

3413A, funding will be available for all new and returning students that meet the eligibility criteria referenced above.  3 

Delaware State University shall be responsible for requesting a transfer of funds from the Department of Education based on 4 

the enrollment of students receiving the Inspire Scholarship.  The Department of Education shall forward an annual report to 5 

the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and Controller General by April 1 of each year detailing how the 6 

Inspire scholarship program has been marketed and the number of potential awardees reached during the prior year. 7 

Section 331.  Delaware graduates of public and non-public high schools who meet the eligibility criteria and are 8 

awarded either the SEED or Inspire scholarship shall receive their earned scholarship award regardless of the appropriated 9 

amount in Section 1.  Shortfalls which occur as a result of increased demand shall be funded by the Department of Education. 10 

Section 332.  The Department of Education is hereby directed to maintain the Sussex County Learning Center at its 11 

current location at the Delaware Technical Community College Owens Campus in the amount of $60.9 which includes one 12 

Resource Center Manager position. 13 

 Section 333.  Beginning in Fiscal Year 2009, all school districts and charter schools shall access the data services 14 

and technical assistance of the New Castle County Data Service Center (DSC) for compliance with the provisions of 14 Del. 15 

C. § 122(11). Such access shall ensure that all financial reports remain available in the new financial system and are 16 

accessible by the Department of Education, the Office of Management and Budget and the Office of the Controller General. 17 

Services provided by DSC, which is owned and operated by the Colonial and Red Clay Consolidated School Districts, for 18 

compliance with this section, shall be provided through an agreement with the State of Delaware. 19 

Section 334.  Beginning in Fiscal Year 2010, for purposes of  14 Del C. § 1321(e)(11), § 1321(e)(12), § 1716 and § 20 

1716A, a school district electing to take a cash option or contractual option shall submit the required application to the 21 

Department of Education no later than January 31 of the current fiscal year. The Department of Education shall provide a 22 

report on the use of said cash/contractual options to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller 23 

General by May 1 of each fiscal year. 24 

Section 335.  Pursuant to provisions of 14 Del. C. § 1902(b), all local districts shall be authorized to assess a local 25 

match for Fiscal Year 2010 Reading Resource Teachers and Mathematics Resource Teachers/Specialists and Fiscal Year 26 

2008 Extra Time. 27 
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Section 336.  Notwithstanding any provision of the Delaware Code or this Act to the contrary, and in order to share 1 

certain expenses of public education between school districts, any school district which receives funding under the provisions 2 

of 14 Del. C. is authorized to enter into a memorandum of understanding with another school district or school districts for 3 

the sharing of central services within such school districts which may use, without limitation, the combining of similar unit 4 

funded positions to pay for a shared position to perform the services agreed to and payments between the districts for such 5 

shared services, provided that the memorandum of understanding is also approved by the Secretary of the Department of 6 

Education, with the concurrence of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General. 7 

Section 337.  To ensure that districts and charter schools are implementing the needs based funding system 8 

appropriately, the Department of Education shall, in cooperation with the Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional 9 

Citizens, create a Certification of Earned Staff Units protocol. The results of all monitoring shall be reported at least annually 10 

on the department’s website. 11 

Section 338.  The provisions of 14 Del. C. § 124A, § 154 and § 155, and any implementing regulations in 14 DE 12 

Admin Code that the Delaware Department of Education determines to be inconsistent with the Department’s ESSA plan as 13 

approved by the U.S. Department of Education shall not be applicable to Delaware Public Schools and School Districts. The 14 

department shall review code references in this section and suggest revisions to make them consistent with the accountability 15 

system and approved ESSA plan.  16 

Section 339.  Notwithstanding any language to contrary, for any appropriate purpose, the Department of Education 17 

may use an alternative measure to determine low socio-economic status in lieu of the eligibility for free and reduced priced 18 

lunch. The use of an alternative measure shall not affect any student’s eligibility to receive free or reduced meals. 19 

Section 340.  Upon approval of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General, 20 

school districts are authorized to utilize unfilled full and/or combine unfilled partial units of Division I funding earned in 21 

accordance with 14 Del. C. c. 13 and 17 and the Annual Appropriations Act to address instructional needs of their respective 22 

school districts. This option shall only apply if the school district has not filled the unit and/or partial unit at any time during 23 

the fiscal year in which it was earned and if the unit was filled the prior fiscal year and became vacant. This option shall 24 

exclude Division I units and associated Related Services units earned in Pre-K, Basic, Intensive and Complex categories. 25 

School districts approved to utilize the provisions of this section shall continue to be subject to all relevant salary schedules 26 

and supplemental compensation pursuant to 14 Del. C. c. 13 and the Annual Appropriations Act; be subject to financial 27 
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reporting requirements of 14 Del C. § 1507 and § 1509; and continue to be subject to the provisions of 14 Del. C. § 1310(b) 1 

regarding school nurses.   2 

Section 341.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Education, District and Charter 3 

Operations, Other Items (95-02-02) of $12,500.0 $15,522.1 for Opportunity Fund. This funding shall be used to provide 4 

additional funding for English Learner (EL) and low-income students. Funding shall be combined with any supplemental 5 

appropriation made in the Fiscal Year 2020 Supplemental One-Time Appropriations Act to district and charter schools with 6 

the intent to appropriate $75,000.0 in total operating and one-time funds over three years, spread proportionally over such 7 

period, for this purpose. 8 

These combined funds shall be allocated to district and charter schools using prior year EL and low-income 9 

enrollment for use in the following manner: 10 

(a) $10,000.0 in the current fiscal year, plus $30,000.0 in one-time supplemental appropriation allocated over three 11 

fiscal years, shall be apportioned on a per pupil basis to all district and charter schools where such local 12 

education agencies shall have flexibility in the use of these funds to enhance services to EL and low-income 13 

students, including using these funds to cover 100 percent of personnel costs for associated staff, contractual 14 

services, supplies and materials, or other expenditures deemed necessary to provide additional supports to these 15 

populations. Staff may include, but not be limited to, personnel dedicated to improving reading comprehension 16 

and math proficiency, or who provide additional wrap-around services or mental health supports. 17 

(b) $2,500.0 $5,522.1 in the current fiscal year, plus $7,500.0 in one-time supplemental appropriation allocated 18 

over three fiscal years, shall be apportioned to schools which qualify for a Reading Interventionist under the 19 

Student Success Block Grant as detailed in this Act meet the following criteria based on the prior year unit 20 

count: (1) a grade configuration containing kindergarten through fourth grade and (2) greater than or equal to 30 21 

percent low socio-economic status and/or greater than or equal to ten percent EL enrollment. Said funds shall be 22 

used by districts and charter schools for mental health services in the form of school counselors, school social 23 

workers or licensed clinical social workers, school psychologists, and/or for additional reading supports for 24 

grades K-5. Services may include the employment of staff, where such funding may be used to cover 100 25 

percent of personnel costs on a 10 to 12-month basis and/or contracted services. 26 
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(c) Notwithstanding any provision of the Delaware Code or this Act to the contrary, all districts shall be authorized 1 

to assess a local match to provide for the local contribution of personnel costs associated with this 2 

appropriation. 3 

Districts and charter schools must submit an expenditure plan to the Department of Education no later than July 10, 4 

2019 2020. The Department of Education will provide an expenditure plan template and plan development supports, 5 

including identifying evidence-based practices shown to improve performance outcomes for these two subgroups, to districts 6 

and charter schools. Funds allocated under this section shall not supplant otherwise available funding. 7 

The Department, in consultation with the Office of Management and Budget and Office of the Controller General, 8 

shall use funds in this appropriation to employ an outside consultant to perform an independent evaluation of the 9 

effectiveness of these funds and of appropriations under the Student Success Block Grant on improving performance 10 

outcomes for students supported through said appropriations and to identify best practices of districts and charter schools that 11 

most successfully utilized these funds. The evaluation results shall be reported to the Governor, Speaker of the House of 12 

Representatives, Senate President Pro Tempore, chairs of the Education Committees of the House and Senate, and the co-13 

chairs of the Joint Finance Committee no later than November 15th of the following year. Additionally, the Department of 14 

Education will report annually on various metrics relating to this funding across the two subgroups, including but not limited 15 

to, academic growth, progress toward English language and math proficiency, and reductions in chronic absenteeism rates. 16 

Section 342.  Section 1 of this Act contains appropriations to the Department of Education, District and Charter 17 

Operations of $1,465,818.8 $1,542,423.6. The appropriations include a reduction of $26,000.0 in state operating funds 18 

originally taken in Fiscal Year 2018.  The reductions shall be allocated proportionally to districts and charter schools based 19 

upon the prior year Division I unit count as certified in 14 Del. C. § 1704(2) and § 1710.  20 

As of July 1, reductions will be applied to Division II – All Other Costs. Districts and charter schools shall be 21 

permitted to submit an alternative reduction plan to the Department of Education, Office of Management and Budget and 22 

Office of the Controller General no later than the end of December. If a plan is not approved, the final state allocation for 23 

Division II – All Other Costs will be reflective of the total reduction amount. If a plan is approved, adjustments will be made 24 

by the end of January. Reduction plans should be in accordance with the following:  25 

(a) Districts may use Division I savings from unfilled units as a reduction for whole unfilled units. The amount to 26 

be utilized as a credit per person will be as follows: Superintendent $132,409; Assistant Superintendent 27 

$123,817; Administrative Assistant $77,151; Director $112,172; Supervisor $88,576; Principal $108,573; 28 
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Assistant Principal $97,019; 10-month Teacher $71,546; 11-month Teacher $78,701; 12-month Teacher 1 

$85,856; Secretary $57,444; and Custodian $54,364.  2 

(b) Funds associated with the cash options authorized in 14 Del. C. § 1321(e)(11 9) for administrative positions and 3 

14 Del. C. § 1716(g) for academic excellence units are acceptable.  4 

(c) Appropriations used to offset district funding reduction shall be taken from a state budget appropriation and 5 

may not be taken from local funds. Reductions may not be taken from funding provided for transportation costs. 6 

Section 343.  The International Baccalaureate Program at the John Dickinson High School in the Red Clay 7 

Consolidated School District, currently serving grades 9-12, and being expanded to a middle school program for grades 6-8, 8 

shall classify as a magnet program.  9 

 Thomas McKean High School is a unique school model in the Career and Technical education field by providing a 10 

business model to each of their career pathways. This program will allow students to participate in a comprehension high 11 

school model in grades 9-12 and shall classify as a magnet program. 12 

Section 344.  Section 1 of this Act appropriates $8,803.7 to Department of Education, District and Charter 13 

Operations, Education Block Grants (95-02-05) for Student Success Block Grant. 14 

 (a)  Funding under the Student Success Block Grant shall be allocated as follows: 15 

(1)  $4,489.7 to support basic special education in kindergarten through third grade. Funds shall be 16 

allocated proportionately based on the number of kindergarten through third grade students in each district 17 

or charter school identified as eligible for special education and related services, but not counted in an 18 

intensive unit or complex unit as certified in 14 Del. C. §1704(2) and §1710. 19 

(2)  $3,974.0 to support reading assistance in kindergarten through fourth grade. Funds shall be allocated 20 

with the intention to support one 10-month Reading Interventionist in each qualifying school only. 21 

Qualifying schools are those in a district or a charter school, which meet the following criteria based on the 22 

prior year student unit count: (1) a grade configuration containing kindergarten through fourth grade and 23 

(2) greater than or equal to 60 percent low socio-economic status and/or greater than or equal to 20 percent 24 

English Learner EL enrollment. In the current fiscal year, schools that were eligible last year but no longer 25 

meet the eligibility criteria shall continue to receive an allocation equivalent to the prior fiscal year as a 26 

hold harmless. This hold harmless provision is only applicable for the year after the criteria is no longer 27 

met. Additionally, schools that become eligible in the current fiscal year may receive an allocation, 28 
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contingent on availability of funding. State funds shall be based on the state share of personnel costs for a 1 

teacher holding a master’s degree plus 15 credits with 15 years of experience and employed for 10 months. 2 

Districts and charters shall provide information for staff hired under this section as requested by the 3 

Department of Education; any such staff shall work in collaboration with the Department to monitor 4 

student progress and participate in professional learning.  Each district and charter receiving funding shall 5 

provide a summary of services to the Department, no later than August 1 of each year, detailing the number 6 

of students served, types of services provided and data outcomes that show effectiveness of this initiative 7 

for the prior school year. 8 

(3)  $340.0 to establish school-based health centers in high needs elementary schools. Centers shall be 9 

compliant with 18 Del. C. § 3571G. For purposes of this subsection, high needs elementary schools shall be 10 

defined as any elementary school that has greater than 90 percent of its student population classified as 11 

low-income, EL, or underrepresented minority, or is in the top quartile in three or more of the following: 12 

percent low-income students, percent English Learner EL students, percent students with disabilities, or 13 

percent underrepresented minority students. School-based health centers shall be established at a rate of 14 

two per year, contingent on availability of funding, through the Department of Health and Social Services, 15 

Division of Public Health. The Department of Education shall provide a list of eligible schools and transfer 16 

appropriated funds to the Division of Public Health at the start of each fiscal year. School districts and 17 

charter schools that meet the provisions of this subsection but have already established school-based health 18 

centers may apply to the Department of Education for reimbursement of expenses associated with 19 

establishing said health centers. The Secretary of the Department of Health and Social Services, in 20 

consultation with the Secretary of the Department of Education, may establish and promulgate rules and 21 

regulations governing the administration of such reimbursement. 22 

(b)  Notwithstanding any provision of the Delaware Code or this Act to the contrary, all districts shall be authorized 23 

to assess a local match to provide for the local contribution of personnel costs associated with sections (a)(1) and 24 

(a)(2) of this appropriation.  25 

(c)  Funds allocated under this section are intended to support inclusion efforts in schools and shall not supplant 26 

otherwise available funding. Local education agencies may request to use funding allocated under the Student 27 
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Success Block Grant for purposes other than intended upon the approval of the Secretary of Education, the Director 1 

of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General.  2 

Section 345.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation to Department of Education, District and Charter 3 

Operations, Other Items (95-02-02) for Statewide Autism Support.  These funds shall be used in accordance with 14 Del. C. 4 

§1332. 5 

Section 346. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Delaware Code or this Act to the contrary, local education 6 

agencies may request waivers to the public school transportation formula should those waivers result in a net savings to 7 

transportation funds.  Demonstrated savings shall mean the total state cost as determined by the public school transportation 8 

formula being less than the total state cost of the prior fiscal year, adjusted for student count and any changes to the 9 

transportation formula such as mileage, fuel, maintenance and bus driver compensation.  Transportation formula waivers may 10 

include, but not be limited to, the hourly limit used to determine a route as well as efficiencies found when a school district 11 

provides transportation services to a charter school.  Demonstrated savings to the state transportation formula may be shared 12 

with the local education agency.  Local education agency transportation waivers to the school transportation formula, 13 

including requests for share savings resulting from such waivers, shall be submitted no later than January 31st of the current 14 

fiscal year to the Secretary of Education and shall be approved concurrently with the Director of the Office of Management 15 

and Budget and the Controller General. 16 

Section 347.  Amend 14 Del. C. § 513 by making insertions as shown by underline as follows: 17 

(k) In the event that any audit or formal investigation results in findings that funds have been inappropriately 18 

expended by any charter school, said charter school shall be responsible for repayment of such funds within the same fiscal 19 

year during which the finding is made known. Repayment must be made through local, discretionary funds; state and federal 20 

funds may not be used to make repayment. If a charter school is unable to make repayment through available funds, the 21 

Department of Education is authorized to withhold an equivalent amount from any state or federal funds, as applicable, owed 22 

to the charter school. 23 

Section 348.  Amend 14 Del. C. § 1510 by making deletions as shown by strikethrough as follows: 24 

By December 1, 2009, the Department of Education shall promulgate regulations that set goals for Delaware school 25 

districts and charter schools with respect to the percentage of cumulative revenues that shall be used for instruction and 26 

instruction related expenditures, as those terms are used by the National Center for Education Statistics or its successor 27 

organization. In promulgating regulations, the Department shall consider incorporation of spending that has a direct 28 
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educational impact on students but is not reflected in existing NCES categories. The Department of Education shall gather 1 

statistics reflecting schools’ status with respect to the goals established under this section, and shall promulgate annual 2 

reports describing schools’ status with respect to those goals. 3 

Section 349.  All contracts and obligations within the Department of Health and Social Services made or undertaken 4 

in the performance of a function transferred to the Department of Education through the reallocation of federal Child Care 5 

Development Fund - Quality funding shall remain in full force and effect and be performed by the Department of Education 6 

until and unless the Department of Education takes formal action to modify any such contracts and obligations. 7 

 Section 350.  Section 1 of this Act makes an appropriation in the Department of Education, Pass Through and Other 8 

Support Programs, Special Needs Programs (95-03-20) for Early Childhood Initiatives. Of this amount, $3,000.0 shall be 9 

used to increase capacity for the Early Childhood Assistance Program (ECAP) with the intent to reallocate said funding to 10 

ECAP by Fiscal Year 2023 to increase the total number of children served through the program. Funds may be used to (1) 11 

improve professional learning programs available to individuals seeking training, higher education credentials or 12 

certifications in early childhood education; and (2) develop an online, searchable interface for end users to identify programs 13 

and services for which they are eligible. The Department of Education shall submit a comprehensive project and expenditure 14 

plan for approval to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the Controller General prior to the expenditure 15 

of funds. Any subsequent changes to the approved plan shall require the approval of the Director of the Office of 16 

Management and Budget and the Controller General prior to the expenditure of funds. 17 

SYNOPSIS 

This Bill is the Fiscal Year 2021 Appropriations Act.  

Author: Office of Management and Budget 
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